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SUBJECT: GON REACTION TO ARAB MEASURES AND CHARGES 

1. MFA'S DIRECTOR FOR MEA/AF TOLD US THAT GON, IN RESPONSE TO 
ARAB GOVTS' DENIAL OF OIL TO NETHS AND CHARGES THAT NETHS POLICY 
IS PRO-ISRAEL, HAD DELIBERATELY BEEN REACTING IN CALM, REASONED 
MANNER BOTH PUBLICLY AND IN CONVERSATIONS WITH ARAB REPS IN THE 
HAGUE AND ARAB CAPITALS. IT HAS BEEN EXPRESSING REGRET AND DIS- 
APPOINTMENT OVER ARAB MEASURES AND CHARGES, AND TRYING TO CONVINCE 
ARAB GOVT OF EVEN-HANDED DUTCH POLICY RE ME. TO THIS END GON HAD 
ISSUED STATEMENT REITERATING ITS POSITION THAT A POLITICAL SOL- 
UTION HAD TO BE BASED ON USNC RESOLUTION 242 AND THAT A JUST SETT- 
LEMENT OF THE REFUGEE PROBLEM IS AS ESSENTIAL AS A SATISFACTORY 
SETTLEMENT OF THE TERRORTIAL PROBLEM. IT HAD LIKEWISE UNEQUIV- 
OCALLY ENDORESED UNSC RESOLUTION 338. 

2. DIRECTOR SAID HE WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT GON WOULD SUCCEED 
IN ITS ENDEAVOR TO CONVINCE ARABS OF ITS IMPARTIALITY, BUT FELT 
THAT A CONTENTIOUS DUTCH REACTION, INCLUDING PROTESTS REGARDING 
ARABS' OIL MEASURES, WOULD ONLY HARDEN ARABS' STAND AND PROVE TO 
THEM THAT THEY HAD GRABBED NETHS WHERE IT HURTS. 
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3. AS OF OCT 24, DIRECTOR SAID, ALGERIA, KUWAIT AND UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES HAD ANNOUNCED MOVES AGAINST OIL SHIPMENTS TO NETHS, 

IN ADDITION TO IRAQUI NATIONALIZATION OF SHELL INTERESTS, BUT THAT 
LIBYA (WHICH IS VERY MODEST SUPPLIER) AND SAUDI ARABIA SO FAR HAD 
NOT DONE SO. 

4. COMMENT: MFA STATE SECRETARY KOOIJMANS' INFORMAL REACTION TO 
EMBASSY WAS THAT THESE ARAB THREATS AND PRESSURE ON THE DUTCH 
WOULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE, AND THAT THE GON WOULD NOT CHANGE ITS 
ME POLICY EVEN IF IT MEANT DOING WITHOUT OIL. IN ITS OWN BASIC 
INTEREST, HOWEVER, GON WILL CONTINUE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO CON 
VINCE ARAB STATES THAT ITS POLICY IS EVEN-HANDED. 
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